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 The NHYC Abandon Ship Rally

 There were six boats on the June rally to
Yarmouth.  They were: “Stitches” “Briffin”
“Solange” “Karenzi” “Mystique” and “Pickwick”.
We set sail on Saturday 25th June and had a
gentle breeze from the south giving us a
pleasant reach across to Hurst Castle and into
Yarmouth where we berthed at Hales Yard.
Barry and Sue on  Solange, along with Dave and
Rosemary on Briffin, had arrived the day before
and we rafted alongside them.

That evening we had a very nice meal in the Wheatsheaf,
and strolled back to the boats in an amazing sunset.
Barry had suggested some fun in the dinghies on
Sunday morning, so we all dug out the outboards and
inflatables.  After trying to start the long-ignored outboards
and realising how cramped these small craft are we finally
set off up the river Yar to see what was there.



Unfortunately Rod and Helen on Pickwick did not have an
outboard and set off rowing bravely, only to be bashed into
by Heather and me when I turned back to offer them a tow,
these little boats are very hard to steer you know!  Eventually
Barry got a line to them after Paddy and John had tried
pushing for a while.

Richard and Ted, Dave and Rosemary made
up the six inflatables as we explored the
upper reaches of the Yar feeling a bit David
Attenborough about the whole thing.  In fact
it is a beautiful part of the world with the feel
of a nature reserve and if I hadn’t been
doubled up in a miniature boat I’d have really
enjoyed it!  As it happened it was good fun
but painful.

After going as far as we could, without having to lift the boats out and carry them, we turned
back and pottered downstream back to the harbour where lunch was taken while we
massaged aching limbs, well mine were aching!

After deflating the dinghies and watching England smash
six past Panama, (we don’t talk about the one we let in),
thoughts turned to where we were eating that evening.
Rosemary and Heather went walkabout and found a
Mediterranean restaurant that was ideal, and we had a very
nice evening there.

Another amazing sunset rounded off the day, and
the next morning we set off with no wind but
glorious sunshine, and had a very good ride to
Poole completing an excellent weekend spent in
good company.  Thanks to all who came along, and
I will be posting the details of the next rally soon.

Cheers Peter



A RIGHT ROYAL TEA PARTY took place at the club
on Sunday 10th JUNE 2018.  This was to celebrate
the Queen’s official birthday and Prince Phillip’s
97th birthday.

It was a lovely, sunny afternoon and as there
were 84 seated, we had to use 4 outside chairs as
well!  We were all seated when Vice Commodore
Andy Page asked everyone to stand to welcome
the Queen and Prince Phillip.  They were led to
their thrones by Parkstone Sea Cadets.  There
was a toast to the Queen and we all sat down
again.

We were entertained by a group called Singing Together.
One song was “Let’s Fly a Kite”, we were all given small kites
to wave as we sang along to this song.

The tea was amazing - delicious sandwiches, cakes made by
members and sausage rolls.The raffle raised £157 for this
year’s charity Sailability Poole.  Many thanks indeed for all the
fantastic prizes kindly donated and for buying so many
tickets!

After the raffle we sang God Save our Queen.  Prince Phillip
made a speech, and the Sea Cadets led the Queen and Prince
Phillip away.  The Queen (Barry’s mother) & Prince Phillip
(Mike Cullen) took their parts very well.  Mike knew his place
and always walked behind the Queen.

Barry Swaffield, Commodore, thanked all the
helpers who worked so hard to make this event
very enjoyable, and he thanked all those who had
donated raffle prizes donated and those who had
made the delicious cakes.

The party finished at 5pm when the clearing up &
washing up began!

Best wishes
Gill





It was a grey day on Sunday 16th June with a cool breeze,
but the hardy captains and their crew arrived about 9am
for a bacon roll, and to collect the risk assessments and
register.

There were 8 boats taking part.  Alan Robertson won the
treasure hunt last year so he kindly organised the clues
this year.  Many thanks to Alan for producing an excellent
treasure hunt.

While the boats were out the buffet was being prepared.
I did a lot of the cooking and preparation on Friday.
On Saturday Rebecca and Annabelle Laird, who were on
canteen duty, worked very hard helping to prepare food
and do all the washing up.  This help is very much
appreciated.  Andy Page cooked the bacon, roast potatoes
and scampi, and served tea after the meal.

Many thanks to Rozanne who made a delicious dessert
and helped set up and serve the buffet, and to Paul who
also helped.

Boats started to return at noon and handed in their answers.
Most people looked a little bit chilly and wind swept, but soon
warmed up ready for lunch.

22 people sat down and
enjoyed a super buffet of

meats, fish, eggs, vegetarian spring rolls, salads, roast
potatoes, rice with peas & sweetcorn, desserts, and cheese
and biscuits.

At 2pm Alan Robertson read out the answers and announced
the winner of the 2018 boat treasure hunt.

Congratulations to the winner Peter Edginton with Gay,
Rosemary & Mike.

See you all for the boat treasure Hunt 2019!
Gill

Boat Treasure Hunt



April - first boat fishing competition of 2018

April 28 was a bright and very chilly morning but ten keen
anglers turned up to the clubhouse for a 7.30am sign in.
The boats set off at the 8.00am start.

Skippers of the four
boats headed off to their
chosen spots, some
stayed in the harbour,
while others ventured
straight out to the Poole
Patch area, all hoping to
catch their first bream of
the season.  Six out of
the ten anglers managed
to catch between one
and five bream each,
other fish caught were:
smooth hounds,
dog fish, wrasse, conger,
and pollack.  Last years

champion, Tony Attfield managed two plaice and even a
bonus turbot.

Tim North was delighted to win the first competition of
bthe year, twelve points ahead of Tony who was his nearest
rival.  Denny Renyard won the juniors, while Bobi Francis
took the points for the ladies.

First was Tim North, second Tony Attfied and third Colin
Francis.

Paul Webb won the £10 tackle voucher draw, which is
drawn after the competition.

May - competition fever

The chilly morning of 20 May saw 11 keen anglers waiting for the tide!  After a slight delay we
all managed to get away by 10.30.  Five boats headed out to their chosen marks, a couple of
boats fancying their chances in the harbour.

The weather was very kind with only a light breeze and occasional sunshine.



Bream featured heavily as expected, 41
recorded, 23 dog fish, 11 smooth hounds, 10
wrasse, 9 plaice, 4 rays and a number of other
species made it to the score sheet.

It was great to have some of the old sea dogs
join us and take the top honours this month!
Dolphin 1 came out on top, Chris Holloway
coming 1st with an impressive 60 points and
Michael Holloway 2nd with 49 points.

Nick Bainton, skipper of Last Cast came 3rd.

Chris Holloway 1st

Michael Holloway 2nd

Nick Bainton 3rd

Colin Francis 4th

Bobi Francis 5th

Dave Luther 6th

Paul Renyard 7th

Tim North 8th

Tony Attfield 9th

Paul Webb 10th

Simon Watkins 11th

Paul Renyard won the £10 tackle voucher draw.

Colin Francis had a superb Undulate Ray
weighing in at 15lb 9ozs, it gave him a good fight
and was returned unharmed.

Please check the notice board for the
next matches.  All club members and their
guests are welcome to fish these competitions,
all you need is, bait, fishing tackle and a boat
of course.

Tight lines.

      Colin and Bobi Francis



VHF course
Mayday Mayday Mayday, calling NHYC members,  I recommend a great course
on marine VHF radio !

Bournemouth based Dorset Marine Training run marine training courses on
different aspects of boating and safety at sea and are highly recommended by
the 7 people from NHYC who attended the course at the clubhouse.

Our Tutor Dom Coleman made us all feel welcome and relaxed for the three
evenings as he put across to us the course content during which time we were
assured that there is no such thing as a daft question !   Content ranged
from the need for a VHF Radio licence to the history of the language used in
these radio communications, the phonetic alphabet, types of radio, the process
of making ''distress calls'' and the various types of urgent calls.  The time flew
by as the audience participation and hands-on practise use of the radios
brought the information to life in various possible scenarios as we made
distress and urgent calls.

The final evening was used as a revision time and last questions before a short
assessment based on what we had learnt which included use of the radios to
make distress and urgent calls on more new scenarios !

The course is to full RYA standard and comes with some pre-course reading
material and the RYA VHF handbook.



Poole Harbour Watch

It was a nice, warm, sunny evening for the NHYC volunteers who turned up at
the clubhouse for our first Poole Harbour Watch Patrol with RMYC.  It was
attended well enough that we were able to have five boats out to patrol the
harbour looking out for a suspicious activity/behaviour.

We were out on the water promptly, with instructions to visit specific areas of
the harbour.  Nothing untoward was reported during the evening.

The evening finished with a sit down on the decking with a hot drink while we
watched David Butcher put the water taxi to bed.

If you would like to come out and join us on the next scheduled PHW either in
your own boat or crew please email Tara Jones via the club office for more
information office@nhyc.org.uk

We are also looking to hear from any volunteers who would like to get involved
but would prefer to stay on their boat mooring to maybe fish.  Any volunteers
who would like to stay on their boats overnight can also get in contact.

We really do need YOUR help if we are to continue to support PHW.

http://office@nhyc.org.uk


North Haven Ladies Group

The ladies group met in the afternoon on 13th June for a “Bag Addict”
presentation.

Julie Pocknell also known as “Bag Lady” brought along a lovely selection of bags
& purses for sale, at very reasonable prices.

After the presentation we all enjoyed a cream tea, and strawberries and
ice cream.

Some husbands / partners came along to this meeting and sat on the deck in
warm sunshine until the presentation was finished, then joined the ladies
for tea.



The Art Group met for our first proper session on
30th May and we had a fantastic time!  It was all very
relaxed and great to have a couple of hours just to sit
and draw in the tranquil setting of the club.  We were
drawing sea and beach scenes using pastels.  We shared
tips and ideas, and enjoyed a chat while we worked on
our pictures.  There were some really impressive
drawings and it was lovely to see how much everyone
accomplished during the evening!

The next session is on Wednesday July 4th  and this time we’re asking people to choose an
artist and then have a go at producing a piece of work in their style.   This means that people
choose what to paint or draw and the medium they use.  If you want to come along, please
just bring whatever materials you will need.

We are meeting at the Clubhouse from 7-9pm and all club members are welcome.

Art Group



Kids’ Club
It’s back!  Now that summer’s here, Kids’ Club
has started up again!

The first Kids’ Club of the year was not as warm
and sunny as some, with grey skies and a
cool breeze.  But this didn’t stop the fun!

Since then, the weather has really warmed up
and we’ve had some lovely evenings of sailing, kayaking and making use of the
club’s surfboards.  Even when the water is too shallow for sailing there is plenty
to do, including rounders on the beach.

When the children are finished in the water, they can then enjoy the famous
Kids’ Club hotdogs and a drink in the clubhouse.

A HUGE thank you to all the helpers who make these evenings so enjoyable for
our younger members and adults!



Perfect weather for cats?  A little more
wind perhaps, but on the whole, pretty
good conditions to kick the season off,
and a gentle start is probably better
than single-hulled, trapeze hanging
blasts on the edge of control.

Having said that, we did manage a brief
twin trapeze outing on Aristocat, though
this was more of a test in breezy
conditions which did not warrant
deployment of quite so much ballast to
keep us on the horizontal.  On the tiller,
the tricky part proved getting out there
without inadvertently pushing the rudder
away and edging us closer to the wind.
In the end, Max (already swinging out on
the wire) with gib sheet in one hand, took the tiller in the other whilst I eased
myself out to join him before taking back the tiller.  Clearly the manoeuvre
requires some fine tuning, but it’s a start …

Arstocat’s new main continues its stubborn reluctance to smoothly ascend the
mast groove in spite of various coaxing methods employed.  Increasing the
down-haul pressure is hoped to stretch the bolt rope and ultimately ease future
halyard straining exertion.  But for now, commentary of much tugging and
easing can be heard accompanying each attempt.  Conversely, and somewhat
surprisingly, dropping the same sail does not present the issue of its
predecessor, which had a tendency not only to catch on the lug which
secures it aloft, but to bunch up and snag on the descent.

Herding Cats



Back on the moorings, the Darts have now
joined us, and along with a collection of
Wayfarers, Bosuns and the rest, the space is
gradually filling up.  We await the arrival of the
Phantom Menace to the Dart side,
though Dennis assures me launch date is
fast approaching.

Meanwhile, over on the dark side, I mean
east side of the clubhouse, whilst attempting to
rescue a stray halyard, the Admiral discovered
that cat trampolines do not afford the same
forgiving bounce as the spring-loaded back
garden varieties.

Subjected to the psi of the Admiral’s size 10s during the manoeuvre proved
sufficient not only to wrench the bolt rope from the forward cross beam,
but also to rip the stitching.  Closer inspection revealed that the thread is way
past its best (much like Aristocat’s own tramp).  The incident was unfortunately
not captured by Mad Catter’s fabled gimble-mounted GoPro, the unveiling of
which is still keenly awaited …

Fortunately, the seamstress skills of Concrete
Boots Kev were once more employed to rescue
the situation on his trusty sewing machine (for
now) - must scour the Internet for a bargain
replacement trampoline …

To date we have managed a couple of Cat fleet
outings, though Aristocat missed the impromptu
round Brownsea excursion due to my water-taxi
duties on the day in question.



We now have a wind sock for assisting our
sailors, it is on the post that marks the rock
pile. Hopefully members will find it beneficial.

Something else that members will benefit
from are the paddles given to the club by
Poole RLSS for our kayaks - thank you!

New arrivals at the Club

A BIG thank you to everyone who has sent stories and photos for this month’s
newsletter - it’s been a bumper edition with a record-breaking number of pages!

If you would like to contribute to the club newsletter, please email your news,
stories or photos to me:  newsletter@nhyc.org.uk

Final word …

mailto: newsletter@nhyc.org.uk

