
Yes, April 1st. Is the club lift in day at Salterns from
09.00, so if you haven’t done so already it’s time to
get your name on the list on the club notice board.
For me there is still a fair amount of work to do on
Rafiki so I just hope the weather picks up a bit by
the end of February. I also know that although we
have a good group of hardy volunteers who work on
the moorings, it is still our personal responsibility to
make checks and not just at the commencement of
the season but during the season as well.

Some will know I was rather disappointed at the end
of the season that my insurance company stopped
insuring me on our swinging moorings and I had to
change insurers, who in turn would not insure over
the winter period. The given reason was that we had
lost too many boats in a storm! So, our
responsibility is more than checking the moorings

but checking our own vessels so that they don’t fail.
It was also noted by an Insurance company who
came to look at our moorings that there were a
number of “uncared for”  tenders. I was told by the
broker that it had given a very bad impression.

Please, for the sake of us all, do the necessary checks
and keep an eye on the tenders. Obviously accidents
happen and it might well be my boat or tender but if
we try hard we might cut down on losses and
improve the visual impression.

Dave Butcher

Right, my own tender
after a 2008 storm when
a line parted. It was
removed within 2 days

Burn’s Night Meal
Another excellent evening organized by Gill Tripp and
catered for by her team. Once again the Haggis was
piped in by Iain Fraser and then ‘addressed’ by him.
Only complaint I had was that I ate too much, but it
was really nice! One of the good things about such

evenings is
simply talking
to friends
around the
table…
Amazing what
one can learn!
Plus the stories
from near and
far. A great
evening.

Iain piping and Peter with the Haggis. Every one
had a whole Haggis on their plate… Some tried to
eat the lot!
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The first of this year's N.H.Y.C. Ladies Group was held on
Monday, 23rd January and was well attended. We were
very pleased to welcome some newer faces to the group
along with their thoughts on up and coming events.

The evening commenced with a Swap Night where ladies

brought items that they swapped for other free items and
lots of laughter about what was swapped took place. The
evening was followed by a presentation and a thank you to
Gay Kempton who stood down from organising the group.
Gay has been co-ordinating the groups' activities for the
past 8 years and continues to support the group with her
usual happy and welcoming way.

The Ladies have put together a selection of events and
you'll find a Calendar of events on the home page under
the Ladies Group section. Anyone wishing to come along
to any of the events may wish to either turn up on the days
advertised or contact Chris Wellburn on
chris.wellburn1@btinternet.com.

Our first event is being held at the clubhouse on
Wednesday, 15th February, 7.30 and is a Quiz and Fish and
Chip supper. The quiz is guaranteed to stretch our minds
with some amusing fun questions....if you feel you would
like to join us, then ladies please just come along.

Wow! Thirteen hardy anglers turned out on a wet and windy evening, Monday 30th January to fish our
Flounder competition. At the start of the competition it was raining and the wind was blowing but someone
amongst us must have had a word in the right ear, because after an hour the wind and rain dropped off and we
fished on in relative comfort. There were lots of bites but they were mainly small Bass with only a few Flounders being caught.

Four anglers returned fish to the scales
at 10pm. We all thought Tony’s fish was
the winner but Dave must have had
another word in the right ear as he
managed to pip Tony by just half ounce.

Congratulations to Dave on his first ever fishing competition win and a
big well done and thanks to everyone who turned up on such a wet
evening.

Results;   1st Dave Butcher 1lb. 12oz    2ⁿd Tony Hanson 1lb. 11.5oz   3rd Bob Harrison  8.5oz   4th Gordon Roberts. 7.5oz

NEXT COMPETITION:  Due to popular demand there will be another Flounder competition Friday 24th February. See
poster on notice board for details.

FISHING MEETING: Wednesday 1st March 7.30pm there will be a meeting in the club house. Sarah and Dave from
SIFCA (fisheries) will be our guest speakers. They will be updating us on the new Bass regulations and let us know about the
important work they undertake looking after our fisheries. If you are a regular angler or just someone who dangles a line
occasionally, you should attend this meeting. The meeting is open to all members and friends, the more the merrier.

Club’s Fishing News…. Colin Francis



This article was written in order to give
a brief outline of the history of the
building of the Training Bank, as it
appeared that no record had ever been
previously prepared.  This information
is, therefore,  put forward for those
interested in the Harbour and Town of
Poole. Without the Training Bank being
constructed it would not have been
viable for  larger sea going vessels to
reach Poole Port as the encroaching sand
bar, also known as Hook Sands, would
have so reduced the depth of water at the
mouth of the Harbour entrance to such
an extent that it would have stopped
ships with a deep draft gaining entry,
thus Poole would have been severely
restricted in the amount of trade it could
conduct. This has been a long standing
matter of concern, and it is recorded that
in 1784 consideration was given to what
might be necessary to preserve the Port.

The first brief stated “To ascertain in
some degree what effect certain
proposed embankments may have upon
the harbour and the Barr” The Barr refers
to Hook Sands which had been identified
as causing a problem, and that the new
proposals may assist in the tidal scouring
effect by the building of embankments
near the Harbour entrance. However, as
far as can be ascertained little was done
at that time. The next major initiative to
deal with the encroaching sand bar, was
by Sir John Goode in 1858 who also
advocated an embankment to increase
the flow and direction of the ebb tide,
with the embankment being outside the
harbour. He proposed that an
embankment of some 2250yds made of
rough rubble stone be used which could
be obtained from quarries on the Dorset
coast by ship, and delivered directly to
the site.

It had previously been noted in 1843 that
the  Barr was reducing the depth of water
at  the Harbour entrance, and this was
reported again in 1853, so the matter was
seen as becoming serious by 1858. As
the matter of the sand bar was getting
serious, pleas and petitions were made
to Poole Council to take action, but to no
avail. A Mr Joyner proposed that a “New
Cut” be made in the neck of the
Sandbanks peninsula in the direct line of
the main channel, which together with
the closure of the existing harbour
entrance, was designed  to improve the
scouring effect of the ebb tides, but this
idea was rejected.

At a meeting at the Guildhall on 9th

January 1860 attended by the Mayors of
Poole and Wareham, it was agreed that
a petition be presented to the Office of
the Admiralty for a loan from Public
Funds to enable the necessary work to
be undertaken. Unfortunately the request
was refused, and so no works were
undertaken. Poole then had to wait until
1865 before construction began on what
became known as the “Training Bank”,
so Poole must have obtained a loan,
although the lender is not known. The
length of embankment  built was 1320ft,
and went south west from near South
Haven point. This was later considered
to be too short to be wholly effective, so
in 1876 another attempt was made to
increase the length and height of the
existing embankment .

The necessary capital was raised through
the Poole Harbour Trustees, and  was
assisted by a grant from  Sir Ivor Guest
(who later became Lord Wimborne) of
£1000 (£84,000 in today's money), to
enable the works to take place. In 1894
a group was formed which was titled the
“Merchants Association of Poole”  and
who later submitted a private Bill to
Parliament to transfer Harbour
management from Poole Council to an
independent Harbour Board. This was
successful even though the Council
presented it's objections to the Bill, and
the Bill became law as the Poole Harbour
Act 1895. Thus was formed the
“Commissioners for the Harbour of
Poole”

In the period 1909/19 concern was again
being expressed that the Training Bank
was still neither long enough, nor high
enough, to provide  sufficient scouring
action to keep the sand bank clear of the
entrance.  Therefore in 1920 a meeting
was held to consider “Proposals for the
improvement and development of the
Harbour”.      The Consulting Engineer
to the Poole Harbour Commissioners
was Sir John Barry.    The final agreed
proposal was that the Training Bank  be
extended south west, together with a
further extension NE towards South
Haven Point. At the Meeting held on 18th

August 1920 the estimated costs were
seen as, materials and construction work
£120,000 (£6.5m in to days money)
Dredging at the entrance of the Harbour
£7000 (£386,000 in 2016 money) As the
work did not start until 1923, and was
finally finished in 1926, it would be

reasonable to add for extra costs such as
inflation and for any other unseen items
so the total must have been at least
£150,000 (£8.1m), but no document has
yet, so far, been found to ascertain the
exact final building costs. The stone for
the construction was brought from the
Seacombe Quarries direct by sea,
although  stone from other quarries was
conveyed by lorry to Swanage, by rail to
Hamworthy, and by road and rail to
Goathorn then by barge to the site towed
by the Steam Tug “Maudie S”. A total of
13646 tons was used in the extension,
with a final length built of 4700ft.

The local legend that Prisoners of War
were used as labourers is not true, as
prisoners from the First World War
would have been sent home to Germany
well before the date of commencement
of the project. Similarly no evidence has
been found that prisoners from
Weymouth were used as forced labour
either, unless maybe on occasion used to
help load the stone, but having regard to
the fact that the construction work was
skilled (and dangerous) it is very
unlikely that unskilled convicts would
have been employed.

It would appear that so far this last
improvement to the Training Bank has
been successful, although the Hook
Sands still remains a problem.  Poole
Port can still receive Cross Channel
Ferries and small cargo Coasters, so the
costs and efforts made in previous years
were well worth while, although the
situation will still require monitoring in
future years, but at least Poole continues
as a sea going trading Port.

THE TRAINING BANK SAVIOUR OF POOLE PORT M W J Cullen January 2017

The Training Bank from Space
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Sailing Lessons
Evening sailing lessons for adults have been well received. The
most recent one saw a topper sailing dinghy brought into the
club. This was then used for tiller control and tacking.  Sailing
principles were explained, along with basic knot  practice. And
guess what? No one got wet or cold!

There will be another classroom session during March,

Taxi!
No good hailing the taxi at the moment… that is apart from the fact she is not due to be back on the
water until April. Towards the end of the season it was clear that something was amiss with the deck
and during the winter months a team has been working on her. Many thanks to them! Here’s a few
pictures of the work.

Worth remembering when you tick the various boxes on the
renewal form that we truly are a self-help club. We do not
employ any staff and there is a massive amount of work which
goes on largely un-noticed. Ok with jobs like this we could have
taken it to a professional boat yard, in fact prices were obtained
for far less work than was eventually discovered was needed. It
would have cost the club many thousands of pounds. So,
thanks to the folk who have been working on “Albatross”, plus
everyone from our Commodore Barry, the Committee, and
everyone else who has made the club what it is today!

“The Report of my Death was an Exaggeration!”      Well know words of Mark Twain.

Well I guess in the same sort of way, the news of my departure is a bit premature. Sadly for me the time
will come, most likely in 2018 when we will move from Bournemouth to a land-locked destination.  Not
something I am in despair over, I just wish our family could move to the coast instead of the other way
round. - There, it’s in print now and I’ve done this for a couple or reasons. Firstly because I’ve been asked
a number of time if the story is correct but more so for the future of the newsletter.

The newsletter was something that I wanted to do and also was something that Barry really wanted for
the club; so, is there someone out there who would like to work with me during 2017 with a view to keeping it running? I
will happily teach you the programme I use, (you might want to use something different - fine).  I’m sure there will be
many out there whose English is far better. So it’s over to you… Perhaps in the first instance it would be better to
contact Barry, then we can go from there.
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